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What is CINAHL?
CINAHL stands for Cumulative Index to 

Nursing And Allied Health Literature
index to nursing literature (articles, 

books, etc.)
Why use CINAHL

provides references to nursing 
publications

uses subject terms relevant to nursing 

Using CINAHL on the WEBUsing CINAHL on the WEB
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What CINAHL is not
For the most part, it does not include entire 

articles; only some Full-text materials (2%). It 
may link to other databases

What to use after CINAHL
Check PULSe (UTA Library’s catalog) to 

determine if any particular journal is available.
Check UTA Libraries’ Electronic Magazines and 

Journals page for possible electronic editions.
If an item is not in the Library, use I.L.L. 

Using CINAHL on the WEBUsing CINAHL on the WEB
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Start at the UTA 
Libraries 

Homepage:
www.uta.edu/library

Using CINAHL on the WEB

1/21/2006

getting to CINAHL search screengetting to CINAHL search screen

Select
Research  Resources

by clicking on the 
underlined entry
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Locate Databases 
(Abstracts and Indexes) 

using scroll bar

Click on underlined text

getting to CINAHL search screengetting to CINAHL search screen
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getting to CINAHL search screengetting to CINAHL search screen

Scroll down to
locate database 

(CINAHL)
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getting to CINAHL search screengetting to CINAHL search screen

Locate
Database
(CINAHL)

Either by title
letter (C)

or subject
(Medicine & 

Health)
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getting to CINAHL search screengetting to CINAHL search screen

1. scroll bar 
or down 
page key 
To 
CINAHL

2. locate & 
click 
CINAHL 
entry

1.

2.
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getting to CINAHL search screengetting to CINAHL search screen

An OVID start screen appears.
(OVID software runs CINAHL)

Click  Start Ovid button  
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Choose screen appears.

Click on blue CINAHL

getting to CINAHL search screengetting to CINAHL search screen
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CINAHL
Main Screen

appears

CINAHL Main Search PageCINAHL Main Search Page
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more
Options
Icons

enter keyword(s)

CINAHL Main Search PageCINAHL Main Search Page
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Sample CINAHL SearchSample CINAHL Search

1. Type keywords: 
tube feeding,

2. click on 
Perform Search
bar

2.
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Sample CINAHL SearchSample CINAHL Search

tube feeding: not a 
formal subject.

Suggestions offered

1/21/20017

Accept suggestion: 
• Click box,
• Click Continue Bar

Sample CINAHL SearchSample CINAHL Search

2.
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Or
find out about

meaning & relationships of 
suggested term,

Click on the term.

Sample CINAHL Search:Sample CINAHL Search:
Subject HeadingsSubject Headings
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Shows a relationship with 
Feeding Methods.

1. Click on accept box 
2. Click on Continue.

Sample CINAHL Search:Sample CINAHL Search:
Subject HeadingsSubject Headings

2.
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Subheadings may 
be suggested.

HINT: select all 
and modify later

Sample CINAHL Search:Sample CINAHL Search:
SubheadingsSubheadings

1/21/20021

.

.
If topic has
more than 

one subject,

Search #1   has   1226 references

try the 
other subject

also

Sample CINAHL SearchSample CINAHL Search
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1. Type second 
concept’s Keyword 
(diarrhea),

2. Click Perform Search

Sample CINAHL SearchSample CINAHL Search

2.1.
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Sample CINAHL SearchSample CINAHL Search

AGAIN,
subjects & 
subheadings 
suggested.

HINT: 
select all,

modify later
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Sample CINAHL Search: Sample CINAHL Search: ModifyingModifying

Modify to create a 
set to include 

both ideas, 
COMBINE
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Sample CINAHL Search: Sample CINAHL Search: ModifyingModifying

COMBINE:

AND: all must 
have both ideas

OR: any must 
have either idea

and

or or or
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Sample CINAHL Search: Sample CINAHL Search: ModifyingModifying

An AND made a 
set of 82 records.

LIMITS can also be 
used.
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Sample CINAHL Search: Sample CINAHL Search: ModifyingModifying

From Limit screen:
• identify Set to modify 

&
• select options

1.

2. more below2.
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Sample CINAHL Search: Sample CINAHL Search: ModifyingModifying
Use 

Scroll bar
to view

Options

CONSIDER Limits of:
Research & Publication Type=Journal
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Sample CINAHL Search: Sample CINAHL Search: ModifyingModifying

Click
Limit Search

to finish Modify
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Sample CINAHL Search: Sample CINAHL Search: ModifyingModifying
Combining

SET 1 (1459 records)

& SET 2 (953 Records)

creates SET 3 (82 
records.)

Limiting
SET 3 to

Research Articles:
24 Records
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Sample CINAHL Search: ViewingSample CINAHL Search: Viewing

To view results

Use Scroll Bar
OR

Click Display
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Sample CINAHL Search: ViewingSample CINAHL Search: Viewing
Brief references follow.

“Complete Reference”:
Complete computer record,

NOTNOT complete article

SOME may be fulltext (<5%)
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Select boxes of items of 
interest.

Click on Next Citations box, 
if necessary.

Sample CINAHL Search: ViewingSample CINAHL Search: Viewing
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Sample CINAHL Search: ViewingSample CINAHL Search: Viewing
Screen bottom:

Select 1. Complete Record & 
2. Include Search History.

3. Click Display.

1. 2.
3.
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Sample CINAHL Search: PrintingSample CINAHL Search: Printing

Display Screen 
appears.

To Print: Click
on Browser’s 
Print Button.
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Sample CINAHL Search: ResultsSample CINAHL Search: Results

These Citations show 
what exists,

NOT 
what is in the Library;
A FEW MAY include 

fulltext (the entire 
article).
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Sample CINAHL Search: ResultsSample CINAHL Search: Results
CHECK:

“Library’s Catalog (PULSe)”
and/or “Electronic 

Magazines & Journals” 
page

to determine if any particular 
journal is available.
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Sample CINAHL Search: Log offSample CINAHL Search: Log off
To End: Click
Return to Main 

Screen
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More Questions?

Contact UTA Libraries Reference staff at:

(817) 272-3394 or Ref@library.uta.edu


