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INTRODUCTION (top of contents; Go to the UTA Library Web Page )
First gather references to information you need. We subscribe to about 300 databases providing information regarding literature from a variety of fields. Most of these databases are available via the World Wide Web by going through the UTA Libraries webpages. Of these databases, about half include fulltext articles or links to fulltext articles, making more and more library resources available anywhere in the world where the UTA Library researcher is located. Start at the UTA Libraries home page (http://www.uta.edu/library), click within Research Resources  “Library Databases A-Z” (http://library.uta.edu/JDBC/DBs/dbAtoZ.jsp)If you know the name of the database, locate the alphabetic list; if you want to get more ideas about your choices, click on the subject category.

Do not restrict yourself to fulltext databases. The reference might be found in one database and the article available in another.

To locate the material you need from the list of references:

1. check UTA Libraries' list of electronic journals, by the title of the journal, follow the link to eventually locate the article, display and print it (http://library.uta.edu/JDBC/ej/ej.jsp )

2. check the Library Catalog to see if the UTA Libraries has the journal, then locate and photocopy the article (http://pulse.uta.edu)

If the journal is not available at UTA:

1. if you do not mind driving to a nearby library, check WorldCat (www.uta.edu/library/cgi/fs-worldcat.cgi) to see if the journal is available elsewhere. You may need to call the library to see if the particular issue is there.

2. if you have some time, fill out an Interlibrary Loan request and let UTA library get the article for you https://illiad.uta.edu/illiad/)

3. Check the World Wide Web and hope you find the articles. Good search engines include: http://www.google.com.
Good web site journal collections include: http://www.freemedicaljournals.com/, http://www.highwire.org/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.findarticle.com/" , http://www.findarticle.com/

THINKING ABOUT THE QUESTION (top of contents; Go to the UTA Library Home Page) 
Have an assignment or a general question and need literature discussing a topic?

Start thinking about it early. Start the literature search early. Using only one library will not provide everything needed and other inconvenient things happen.

Do you think you can get everything fulltext off the World Wide Web? Reconsider. Most scholarly journals are not available full text over the web. Those that are often require expensive subscriptions. After all, the publisher still wants to earn money. Sometimes libraries and organizations to which you belong have these subscriptions available. You have to go through the services of the respective libraries and organizations for access. 

Do you want recent journal literature? (most recent 10 years) Use an index or abstracting service that lists information about articles specifically. Most are now available in computerized versions, called databases.

Do you want older journal literature? (published more than 10 years ago) Use an index or abstracting service listing information about articles specifically. It will probably be an index in book form since most electronic versions have not gone back to load the older material. Finding a current article and checking its bibliography may also give leads to some good older material.

Do you want books, videos, etc? Use a library catalog or a multi-library system such as WorldCat. Finding a current article or book and checking its bibliography may also give leads to some good older material.

Do you think it might be in a chapter of a book? This is more difficult as few indexes or abstracting services analyze books at a chapter level. Consider locating more general books which may include this coverage as its chapters.

Do you think this is a broad topic and there is a lot of material on it (more than 50 references)? Do a test search and narrow the topic down to something more manageable. Consider talking to a faculty member, a colleague, or librarian who may be familiar with this topic area.

Do you think this is a narrow topic and there will not be much or may be nothing found? Do a test search. Broaden the topic to something more manageable. Consider synonyms used or a broader concept that includes this topic. Consider talking to a faculty member, a colleague, or librarian who may be familiar with this topic area.

Consider broad subjects categories. Different indexes have subject specialization and may use different terms. Finding the appropriate index and then the appropriate term(s) to use in the specific index is sometimes a difficult task.

Consider consulting with library personnel to quickly select the most efficient means of obtaining the information you need at a particular time.

WHAT IS YOUR TOPIC? (top of contents; Go to the UTA Library Home Page)
Nursing related, not strictly medical 
· CINAHL (Nursing and Allied Health Database). Primary nursing database. Includes some fulltext material & automatic links to material available in one of the Nursing Collections. The print is Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature.

· Health Reference Center Academic. mostly fulltext. Only the most recent 5 year period.

· Health Source: Nursing / Academic Edition. (database) Rich in fulltext nursing articles.
· MEDLINE (PubMed). (database) NOT fulltext. PUBMed when through the US National Library of Medicine. EBSCO MEDLINE features include links to journals available at UTA and/or are among the nursing subset.
Medical (broadest sense)
· MEDLINE (PubMed). (database) NOT fulltext. PUBMed when through the US National Library of Medicine. EBSCO MEDLINE features include links to journals available at UTA and/or are among the nursing subset.

· ScienceDirect  many useful fulltext materials.
Ethics or law related
· MEDLINE (PubMed). (database) NOT fulltext. PUBMed when through the US National Library of Medicine. EBSCO MEDLINE features include restricting to journals available at UTA and/or are among the nursing subset. 

· A really nice print resource to start with is The Encyclopedia of Bioethics.

· CINAHL (Nursing and Allied Health Database). Primary nursing database. Includes some fulltext material & automatic links to material available in one of the Nursing Collections. The print is Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature.

· A variety of legal indexes or specific law & legislative materials, consult a librarian for suggestions (including LEXIS/NEXIS Academic)

· Academic Search Premier. This database has broad coverage, a little bit of everything, may include good references & fulltext articles.

· Consider PAIS International (Public Affairs Information Service) covering issues relating to public policy. The print counterpart is PAIS. Not fulltext.

· Health Source: Nursing / Academic Edition. (database) Rich in fulltext nursing articles.

Health administration or economics

· MEDLINE (PubMed). (database) NOT fulltext. PUBMed when through the US National Library of Medicine. EBSCO MEDLINE features include links to journals available at UTA and/or are among the nursing subset.

· CINAHL (Nursing and Allied Health Database). Primary nursing database. Includes some fulltext material & automatic links to material available in one of the Nursing Collections. The print is Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature.

· One of various business indexes, consult a librarian for specific suggestions.

· Business Source Premier. (database) good references & fulltext articles.

· Factiva.com (database) good references & fulltext articles from over 6,000 publications. You might consider restricting by Industry.

· Academic Search Premier. (database) Broad coverage, a little bit of everything; may include good references and some fulltext articles. 
Psychosocial care related
· CINAHL (Nursing and Allied Health Database.) Primary nursing database. Includes some fulltext material & automatic links to material available in one of the Nursing Collections. The print is Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature.

· Academic Search Premier. (database) Broad coverage, a little bit of everything, may include good references & fulltext articles.

· PsycInfo. (database) Provides references. It also has links to fulltext American Psychological Association journal articles. The print is Psychological Abstracts.

· Social Work Abstracts. (database) Not fulltext. 

· Factiva.com. (database) good references, including fulltext articles from over 6,000 publications. Consider restricting by Industry.
Other very specific fields
Contact library reference staff for suggestions. 

FORMULATING SEARCH PHRASES (top of contents; Go to the UTA Library Home Page)
Think about the key words that must be found for your topic.
Allow more than one. For example: aged, diabetes, foot, education. If the concept of WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, HOW, and WHY works for picking appropriate words, this is a valid technique. Do not use full sentences as a search phrase.

Consider synonyms for each term selected.
For example the words aged, elderly, elder, senior, older, old can be used relatively interchangeably. Adolescent, adolescence, teen, teens, teenager, youth, high school, and sometime young adult and junior high can describe the same population group.

If you use a electronic version of an index, abstracting service, or a library catalog, the machine will only search for the terms you specify and in the manner you specify. If you use a term which should not be used as a subject term you may obtain odd or no results. These special terms can be called stopwords, operators, and/or delimiters.

1. Stopwords are words that occur so commonly that it is an unreasonable use of the machine's resources to search for those words; examples can include the words: the, for, of, etc.

2. Operators are words that are used for special functions in typical database searching. These can include AND, NEAR, NOT, WITH, etc.

3. Delimiters are codes specifying particular parts of a record and are used for narrowing results. These codes are database specific.

Read the instructions for use (available in both print and electronic indexes), help screens, and consult people who use and have been trained to use these various reference tools.

Consider possible terms used in the literature and in the index (including synonyms.)
If your database or index has a thesaurus available, consult it. Most of the tools directing information seekers to journal literature have some method of grouping similar topics together. It is usually done by a person reading the article and consulting the thesaurus for the specific subject term(s) to describe the content of the article and using that term in the index. Thus all articles will be grouped using a select set of words and phrases chosen by someone who has looked at the articles. It is efficient to use the intellectual work already provided by people who have created the index.

OBTAINING THE LITERATURE (top of contents;  Go to the UTA Library Home Page) 
Most indexes provide only references to works that exist and often do not indicate if a particular library owns specific items. Once a list of references has been obtained, the corresponding journals or books available in the library have to be located.

At UTA, the web based Library Catalog (http://pulse.uta.edu/) will provide the same information a paper card catalog as well as information regarding whether the item is checked out and links to electronic version of items to which we subscribe. The Library Catalog will describe whole books, whole journals, and other materials the UTA libraries own. It can also aid in determining exactly which issues of journals are available through the library but will not provide data on articles within those issues. UTA Libraries’ page Electronic Magazines & Journals (http://library.uta.edu/JDBC/ej/ej.jsp) will also assist in locating journals where we have fulltext web subscriptions.

If the needed materials are not available at UTA, there are several alternatives. Common ones are using Interlibrary Loan or going to another library. If there are a couple of weeks before the needed item is absolutely required, a form can be filled out and sent to the Interlibrary Loan Department (ILL) (https://illiad.uta.edu/illiad/). UTA Libraries will then contact another library and get the item requested. The person filling out the form does not need to know where the item is located, just the complete (no journal abbreviations) reference for each item.

If time is shorter you may need to travel to another library and get the material yourself. You can check WorldCat (a database of materials in libraries nearby and around the world) or you can contact the library staff at the Reference Desk to assist in determining where any particular item is available. You can call (817-272-3394) or email (http://www.uta.edu/library/askus.html) the Reference Desk personnel. You can check for yourself by either checking the catalogs of specific libraries or WorldCat Database for books, journals, videos, etc., for each item. Once a library has been identified as owning an item, the library can be called to see if the item is easily available and for directions to the library. UTA students, faculty, and staff can obtain library use/borrowing privilege cards (TexShare Cards) from the UTA Central Library Circulation desk by asking in person. This card may provide library privileges to institutions within the Metroplex and around the state if the card is then taken to those libraries.
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Helen Hough, Hough@uta.edu, Health Sciences Librarian, University of Texas at Arlington
Box 19497, Arlington, Texas 76019
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