SPEECH Bays

MR. ASHMUN, OF

MASSACHUSETTS,

DELIVERED

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MONDAY, JULY 27, 1846.

In Commattee of the Whole on the state of the Union, on the Bill for the erection of
additional Fortifications. .

Mr. ASHMUN addressed the committee as fol-
lows:

My, Cuainman: I shall vote for all the provis-
ions in this bill. The appropriations for the vari-
ous fortifications are intended to protect important
points, which, in case of war, would be greatly

exposed to the attacks of an enemy who may have | v

marine force atite control. I should vote for them
in the most profound peace, as salutary measures
of timely precaution; but I shall vote for them
more readily and cheerfully now, when our coun-
try is engaged in a war, of which no man can see
or calculate the end.

But I do not rise now so much to discuss the
merits of the particular provisions of the bill which
is under i diate i tion, as to call the
attention of this House and the country to the
situation in which, by recent events and disclo-
sures, our nation is placed, with reference to the
great question of peace and war.

In order that the course of my remarks may be
at onee more clearly indicated, I send to the Clerk’s
:deak a letter signed by the Secretary of War, and

ressed to Jonathan D. Stevenson, and desire to | |

have it read.
(The letter was read by the Clerk, as follows:)

War D:rurn::l June 26, 1846.
Bin: The Presid having d i 1o s
ment oyf“vol:ﬂmu u:u.sd Horn o the I’nll!f, w0 po!
emplo o some ovince
Meico, robably n Uopec ias authorized me o
mlht will organize one on the conditions herein-
-ndia and tender its mz'.n
ed. Itis itshould be done
Governor of New York. The President ex , and in-
deed requires, that great care should be taken o have it
composed ble p 1 mean of good habits—as
far ns practicable of rarious itsy and such as would be
likely to remain, al the mdq)lm war,y cither in Oregon, or
in any other b in that re, of the globe which may
then be a;urt of the United States.  The act of the thir-
teenth of Muy last authorizes the acceptance of volunteers
for twelve months, or during the war with Mexieo, T
lition of the y in this case, must be a tender
of service during the war; and it must be explicitly under-
stood, that they may be discharged, without a el for re-
hoine, wherever they may be at the wrinina-

the war, provided itis in the TaEs terrijory of the |

United Sttes, or may be taken 10 the nearest of most con-
gguu belonging to the United States, and there

The men must be apprized that their term of service is for

e comons ot B |

the war; that they are to be discharged ns above specified ;
and that they are to be em| d on a distant service. J¢ is,
however, very desivable that il showld not be_publicly known or
they are to go o any part plece. On

thig point great caution is enjoined.
The conmunication to the officers and men must go so
far as to remove all just grounds of complaint, that they
have been deceived in the nature and the place of the ser-

ce.
It is expected that the ent will be in readi
embark a]:e%a.r!y as the ﬂm August nexty'if mc.‘mlﬂa.m
Steps will be immediately taken to provide for transporta-
tion.

Very ly, your ohedient servant,

s A MARCY, Secretaryof War.

Colonel J. D. Stevessox, New Fork city,

Iu the next place, I read for the information of
the House, as connected with the subject, the fol-
lowing extracts from the Union newspaper, pub-
lished in this city, and which is admitted on all
hands to be the organ of the Administration—both
Executive and Congressional. On June 17th, the
organ, in an editorial article, says:

 Congress, it will be remembered, DECLARED WAR UPON
Mexivo with an approach to llunnfmltr- seldom exhibited
on such_important oceasions,  That republic had gi
nothing but ingra.:’]'d ll'll"ﬂlﬂll denial to thlzlill and eﬂ
o d e Admini ion 3 an L
I‘hl!;’;nw wickedness, ended her sa a:d oul:-l forbearance
in the cold-blooded murder of our citizens. The prompt and
cordial vote of C

otism of the Executive. Mexico has
bu;cmnndlﬂy,ndwyﬂ“wm

On another day the Executive organ says as fol-
OWS:

and its a for war, sig-
nally recorded its wme
L ey

in the fuce of the wor mymeuwp‘mul:i:.m 1
their vigor. They mean to force Mexico 1o do us justies at
tﬁ“:hpgihn;?f.:‘l:i::nm. ﬁ‘::am;nulalhel.r design—this is
ot s S worthy ,W,MQ-
From these papers it will be seen, first, that
the Administration now openly proclaims that
Mezico,"—

he | 4 Congress has DECLARED WAR

that eur. Government has MADE wan omﬁ-;
the' dz.oﬂd M Itis no longer relue-

d that the war exists act of
cietsy but, boldly and unhuiulhgy,‘k is as-

warl ) Rt
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letter of Mr. Marcy, the Secretary of War, to J.
D. Stevenson, that this war is now to be carried on
asawar of conquest, and subsequent colonizalion, in
a distant region of the globe. k for a moment
10 the character and contents of this most extraor-
dinary letter. It js a —not to an officer of
the army whose habits and education fit him for
mere military seryice of the ordinary kind—not to
a nﬁu'?whoZu‘Hmn' distingunished by any public
service in the field—but o mere political adventu-
rer, who is only known to the world as a partisan
from the neighborhood of the Five Points, and the
ion where the Empire Club holds sway, and
where the doctrine that *“ to the viclors belong the
ils’* is acknowledged and practised. It requires
that the men should be enlisted * during the war,”
and not for twelve months; evidently contempla-
ting that the expedition upon which they are to
enbark is not expected to be brought to a close
within the twelve months provided for in the act.
It requires, furthermore, that the men to be enlist-
ed should be of ““ various pursuits.”” They are not
1o be selected with a view to their qualifications as
soldliers merely, but the idea of a colony is dis-
tinetly foreshadowed., This letwer also requires
that they should be -men who “would be likely to
remain either in orin any OTHER TERRITORY
inthat vegion of the globe which May TiEN be a part
of the United Stales.”” And the men are to be dis-
unctly warned: that they must expeet to be dis-
charged in that region, without any claim to be
brought home.  And finally, to keep the perg)leas
much as possible blinded ns to the d'ealiny and pur-
of this expedition, Mr. Marcy enjoins itupon
veinson that il showld nat be publicly known or
proclaimed that they are to o to eny particular place.
On this point greal caution is enjoined”’ !

Thus! is clearlyland plainly developed the aim
and purpose of the Administration in carrying on
the &exim-m It is no longer pretended that
our purpose is Lo repel invasion—to strike and de-
feat the military organizations which Mexico may
set on foot to contend for the boundaries of Texas.
ga—tﬂpklit-oﬂ"‘. the \Ecil s lifted; and we(;lee in

¢ cléarest Characters invasion, uest, and colo-
nizalion, emblazoned upon our mm. We nre
no longer. in a defensive war; but we be-
]wld-urex‘ﬁl_ on'about to sail from New York

n_distant region of the glabe, which it cannot

assibly reach in less time from four to six
‘months, commanded by a mere political fortune-
hunter, of net the highest charncter, and destined
to accomplish the conquest and dismemberment of
a sister republic, whose weakness seems (o make
mufy'p to men whose pursuits are those
of plunder. ~ Ad s it to be supposed that we are
10 see this passing before our eyes, and suffer it to
pass or‘i;!.mut ml:a:r remonstrance? ln ‘:1:&!:

ny century—
mathé..m&? besides at peace; shall it be pernitted:
that o o ‘government, whose: imlihln:i?:;:
only thrive-in. peace—whose mission sho

rﬂ&,g{pqgmm Lo scatter the priuciples
qna_ble_-ingln( .whereyer her flag can earry
her name—shull 1t ered, L ask, that we should

Jinvoke -ourselves the severe jud t
2'%“31 mn«nkiniby lighting up the in!brn{l.l m
a-warof copquest?  Sir, Congress has not power
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to make Congress alone has power, by
the Constitution, to make war; and the Executive
alone has the power of concluding it. But there
is a power of public opinion which may be brought
to bear upon the eonduct of the Executive. And
it is for that purpose that I now make these re-
marks. | caﬂ for an. expression in this House of
the opimions which gentlemen entertain, on this
subject  I'call upon the people, through all their
appropriate means of expression—by popular
meetings, and the newspaper press—to speak out,
and to tell, in unmistakable tones, how deeply
they reprobate and condemn this new attempt to
dismember the territory of a weak neighboring
republie, -
is is the condition of our country, in one as-
peet of our foreign relations. But the war in
which we are en d gives rise to other reflections,
and demands attention in many other respects.
We have an army now within the territory of
Mexico, which is daily swelling by the arrival of
forces: from. the United States; and, so far aa we
are permitted to know from public demonstrations
—for the Pruulen: (‘l:u not iﬂéigl‘}l‘- toﬁpl'djm_ the
Representatives of the e what his ns
are—a march upon the cnwgf the Monwmm is
intended. A strong naval squadron is upon the
coast, and we are called upon to believe that our
unfortunate and misguided neighbor is about to be
peedily crushed beneath our heavy blows. For
one, | do not sce so clearly through the gloom.
The war-cloud that hangs aver those regions con-
tains elements which are not so easily controlled.
The peace of the world has been broken, and who
can prophecy its speedy restoration ? The fires of
war have been light ;
nst a general conflagration
ag%lh (.3g +18 now rapidly approaching the
end of its present session. e are to go home,
and leave the conduct of these momentous affairs
in the hands of the Executive departments.  And
in what condition? In what condition do we
leave the public trensury ? 1 have made a diligent
examination of the various appropriation
which have passed this House, and find' that we
have already voted to raise for public purposes
OVer FIFTY-ONE MILLIONS FIVE HUNDRED THOU-
sanpporLars ! I hold the statement of the va-
rious items in my hand, and have submitted them
to' the chairman of the Committee of Ways and
Means, who assents to their correciness. T this
must be added about five millions more, which have
been recommended, and must, in all probability, be
granted. 'We have also authorized the President
to issue treasury notes to the amount of ten mil-
lions! And yet—I beg that those who hear me
will remember what I'now say—yet, we have but
just begun this business of raising money, If this

m«luren the seale which these expeditions

cate, I'have no iden that the Administration hes
told us the truth, by one-half, as to :& cost. Of
the fifty-one millions already raised, about twenty-
three millions are expressly farithe war, and based
upon estimates which the Administration has fur-
nished. Tt is not enough to_pay the cost of this
war by one-third !—an: time will show. And
yet ivis-at such a moment that we are called upon

up, and who will insure.

war. continues as it has thus far been conducted,.
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by the same Administration to pass a bill 1o reduce
the duties upon foreign importations, on which
the Government has nlways heretofore rejied for
its revenne. We have a war by which all our
foreign relations are disturbed, and at the same
moment the authors of it are making war apon all
the domestic relations ‘of business and industry of
our own country.

The occasion demands an'inquiry into the true
enuse of this extraordinary state of things.  What
has led to this enormous inerease of expenditure of
money? Why is it thavweare thus plunging into
a debt of uncounted millions? Why is it that we
are thus gathering armies, invading the heart of
the Mexican Republic, and seeking to-make parti-
tion of her territory by military conquest? What
inevitable cause has led to all this?

The. peaple of this country have n right to.an
answer to this inquiry. ‘Their representatives not
only have the right, but it is théir duty to demand
an answer. The world—all manki i

3 I
‘insist upon the inquiry, and as sternly judge of the

answer.
And, siry 1 shall not be deterred from a discus-
sion of the subject here, and at this time, by the
miserable cry of those whose duty and profitit is
to yield @ ready subservience to power, that the
present is not the proper time to make this inquiry;
that we should wait until the war is over before we
should presume to investigate tlie conduct of the
Executive |  Sir, it is never too soon, for a people
who desire to remain free, to serutinize the conduct
of those who are in power.  The time may come
when it may be too m—&uilr too late. But it
can never be too soon. ' Eternal vigilance, tireless
and slce&less, ig necessary, to watch and guard
against the insidious encronchments of power; and
he:who drugs his conscience with the reflection
that men in power are to be presumed to do right,
adopts the doetrine of a despotism. And he who
sees an Executive usurping to himeelf unauthorized
military power, and fails o proclaim and denounce
it, is-as false to his duty, as much a tesitor to his
eountry, as the man who deserts to the enemy’s
standard upon the field of battle.  Can it be possi-
ble tl;ut inda hgcovernn;:nt like oura,kwa.r may be
waged, and ¢ e may not.ask, wherefore ?
armies mayPﬁcol:eviodLhe heart of a neigh-
boring republic be invaded—expeditions of foreign
conquest under the lead of questionable characters
‘seton foot—millions of dollarsex pended—the blood
~of our gallant soldiers poured out—and that our
‘months are to be sealed as to the causes or neces-
-:13' which have produced such results?  Sir, 1
nowledge no such  slavish doctrine.  Soorn,
contempt, and utter loathing, ave all they deserve.
The l}elonﬁ rightfully to the lips of those who

live by thet

our number who have been the humble applicants
for the brigadierships—the paymasterships—and
other erumbs which fall from the Executive table,
and whose patriotism is valorous and loud-nouthed
in proportion to their shance of getling office and
emolument.  But 1 hold that we should be false o
our trust as representatives, ift we fail to hold 10 a

striet aecountability those who are temporarily in | gress declared war
Oﬁiu_,'-hilminiswring the Executive departments of | Governmend has made war
2y

the Government. 'Those men ave not the Govérn-

rift which follows fawning—those of | to be intended as a eloak ‘to the real intentions ¢

ment; they are not/the country.  They are, for a
brief period, the instruments of condueting the
affairs of the Goverament and the country. The
power of the sovereign people is only partially
delegated for special purposes. How absurd and
preposterous, then, is the clamor, that when we
venture to mnmre’ these agents of the e, we
are arraying ourselves against our count !
But it has been said, also, that ifwa?r.rw fitto
op{‘mne the course of the Adminisiration upon this
subject, we should have done it before the act was
j;lssed declaring the existence of this war, lndeed !
here seems to be no way of plessing these diffi-
cult gentlemen. It is either too soon, or too late to
suit their tastes. There seems 1o be no eonve-
nient season in which to reason with themon the
errors of those in power. But ‘to shaw how thin
and transparent this last veil ‘is, a brief statement
of the history of the passage of the warhill will
be enough. Tt was on May 11th, that the Presi-
dent sent us his Mexiean war message, containing
the only information which he hag ever deigned: to
give to this House on l.ha'-sul?iact. The support-
ers of the President in the House, constituting a
majority, refused to have the message and accom-
panying documents read ir the' House; but imme-
diately adopted a resolution limiting the time of
debate upon the sabjectin Committee of the Whole,
to two hours. They then wont into committee,
and then the message and documents were read;
and three-fourths of the time allowed for debate
was taken upin reading the doewmnents.  Of course
they had never been printed, and but a very im-
perfeet idea of them could be gnthéred from hear-
g them read at the Clerk’s desk. No time
remained - for discussion, and not a single It
member had an opportunity to express his opin:
fons. But this is not all. The bill which w
presented for our vonsideration, was one which|
the Military Committee had previously reporte
expressly for the purpose of repslling invasion, and
for thatalone. It authorized the raising off volan4
| teers, and granmed money for that 5 and
for all the substantial provisions of ity 1 woul
cheerfully have voted; and so would, as I think
all the géntemen on this side of the House. W
were wﬁling tograntevery nupﬂyvhit . shed)
or needed, o extricate our gallant little army' fron
the apparent peril into which it had been plunged b
the orders of the Execotive.  But mark the sequel
Afier all debate was closed by the iron will of th
majority, an amendment, in the form of ‘ap
ble, was offered by a leading member of the A
ministration party, [Mr. Botn, of Kenty
| That preamble contained the declaration that *
| exists by the act of Mewico”—a declaration which
| 'eould not udmit to be true, and which 1 believe:

If.l\l: Administration, ' saw then, as | see now
| that our Giovernment intended o make war
| ‘Mexico; butitdid notatthat:moment dare to m
| up to the respongibility of a frank and open'decle
[ tion to that effect. e extracts which T
read from the official ‘organ show that such
their intention. Mr. Riwﬁa uo::' ':*l:‘! o
w zﬂﬂ, 4, Ll
in the face of ¢
aworld.”!  Was I'not right; theny in my con



that the preamble, which was thdua _s'nddenly
sprung u us t notice, and without op-
nunitypt;’: discussion, was intended as a covert
sgclnraunn of war! And when gentlemen tell us
that, now, when we are in a war, we ought not to
discuss the propriety of it, and that we should
have taken I.Ee oceasion to do it when the subject
was under discussion, and before the measure was
adopted, I point to this history of the transaction,
as a full and sufficient answer to the shallow and
unfounded pretence,
But, sir, the majority determined to force that
mble into the bill. 1 could not and did not
vote for it, when it was thus burdened with a
false and mischievous declaration, 1 was one of
the few who voted against the war bill, notwith-
. standing my great anxiety to vote for the supplies.
T will not say that the course of the majority did

not make me hesitate—because such a state of | peo

things was well caleulated to embarrass. But the
) wﬁ:ﬁon to which reflection brought me, left no
doubt that it was my duty to vote against the

bill, and subsequent events have only tended to | day

strengthen my I have not, for a single
moent, seci oecasion o t that vote, or doubt
its ty; and it is with a feeling of both satis-

n

faction and pride that 1 allude to lie approbation
which my constituents have given to it. There is
nowhere on the face of the earth a constituency
more intelligent, more reflecting, or more patriotic.
They attentively observe and carefully judge all
public measures and public men; and their Judﬁ-
mment upon this measure has been most emphatical-
ly pronounced, I know, sir, that many, and,
indeed, most of the gentlemen on this side of the
House, including two of my colleagues, voted dif-
ferently, 1know the embarrassments under which
they were constrained to give that vote, and fully
appreciate the honorable motives which prompted
vit. 1 fully eoncur in the remark made by ancther
of my eorlenguu, [Mr. Hupsox,] that this was a
_point on which fair minds and honorable and pa-
8::".' men might well differ without being liable to
‘any imputation. While I differed from them, I
eannot at all sympathize with the censure which
has"been autempted to be thrown upon them for
pursuing a course which a sense of duty marked
out for them; and before a hasty condemnation is
mounced in any quarter, | would recommend
A more careful exammation, and a more impartial
eonsideration, of the difficulties which surrounded
us all at the moment when we were called upon to
”0
I come, then, Mr, Chairman, to consider the
sauses which have led us into this war, And after
1 careful examination of the history of the events
which are known, 1 am compelled to say that it
18 been brought upon us by the men who are
emporarily administering the affairs of Govern-
nent, in urtill;'d'of the principles of the Consti-
ation and of their duties to the people of the coun-
ry. Ishall confine my examination to the immediate
auses which kindled the flame. 1 shall omit—as
10t being essential to the view which I intend to
ake, and for want of ime—the annexation of Tex-
2 and its attendant circamstances. That act—
i or evil—was done. Our Constitution

_ violated to accomplish it, and the deed |
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of startling, monstrous iniquity, was consumma-
ted. Ithad passed into history, and the judgment
of the world was made up upon it. The countr
wasin some measure just recovering from the shoc
which an act so sudden and =0 violent had given it,
when a new series of measures was set on foot by
this Administration, which has brought us into
our present condition.

The President of the United States, in his An-
nual Message at the opening of the present session,
took occasion to announce to us the final consum-
mation of the annexation of Texas, with many a
high-sounding phrase of glorification. Among
other things, he said:

% 'I'his necession 1o our territory has been a bloodless
achievement, Noarm of force has been radsed to produce
the result.  The sword has had no part in the vietory. We
have not sought to extend our territorial possessions by

Jucst, or our over n rel
.

And he added that it was *“ a bloodless achieve-
ment, to which the world might be challenged to
furnish a parallel I’ This was on the first Mon-
of December, and yet, Mr. Chairman, how
does the flourish sound in your ears, when I read
to you from the Executive d ts the ord
which were given to General Taylor to march his
army into Texas, and take military ]passessiou of it,
nearly six months before? On Ju ?' 30, 1845, Mr.
Secretary Marcy writes to General Taylor as fol-
lows: “ The Rio Grande is claimed to be the boand-
¢ ary between the two countries, and up to this
¢ boundary you will extend your protection. * * *
¢ It is expected that in selecting the establishment
¢ for your troops you will approach as near the
¢ boundary line (the Rio Grande) as prudence will
‘permit.’”  Again: on October 16, Mr. Marcy
writes to the General: * You will anproaoh as near
¢ the western boundary of Texas (the Rio Grande)
¢ as eircumstances will permit.””  And these letters
were addressed to General Taylor as ** commanding
the army of occupation in Texas.”” Here we see an
army ordered by the President to take military oe-
cupation of Texas—to march as near the Rio
Grande as prudence will permit, as early as July;
and vyet the President, six months afterwards,
gravely informs Congress that *the sword has
had no part” in the business; * no arm of force
has been raised to produce the result!” This
movement of the troops, this drawing of the sword
in the region of the Rio Grande, was the first of
a geries of measures which led to this war; and
the points which I propose to establish are—

1. That the war was caused by the movement of
the army from the Nueces to the Rio Grande, and
the military investment of the city of Matamoros.

2, That there was no necessity for any such
movement to repel any invasion,

3. Thatif the object of the movement was to
intimidate Mexico into an acquiescence to the de-
mands of Mr. Slidell by hostile demonstrations, it
was an unauthorized and unwarrantable act on the
part of the Executive.

In the first place, I do not believe that there is a
man in the world who thinks that we should have
| been thus embroiled in war if our army had re-
| mained at Corpus Christi, There would have
| been no bloodshed, no collision. No Mexican
soldiers would have crossed the great desert which
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stretches. between the Nueces and Rio Grande.
All was quiet and peaceful. The silence of that
vast desert was unbroken by a single martial
sound, and would have remained so to this hour,
but for the unfortunate orders which were given
under date of January 13, 1846, directing General
Taylor to plant the stars and stripes upon the
banks of the Rio Grande. And after those orders
were issued, what other result could have been
hoped for than a collision? The Mexican people
were already sufficiently irritated by imagined
wrongs; and when they found their city thus made
the object of hestile demonstrations, cannon plant-
ed within peint-blank shot of their dwellings, and
trained to bear directly upon their firesides, and
heard the harsh notes of threats and defiance ring-
ing all around them, it was a consummation which
a people more enlightened and less quarrelsome
could hardly be expected to brook. War followed,
ewmb y saw it must. The glory of well-
ht battles, all the glory'which skill and brav

“earmn at the cannon’s mouth, has clustere
around ‘that gallant little army, which the course
of thé Executive had thus placéd in peril. Theirs,
and theirs alone, is all the honor. e all remem-
ber with what anxious hearts we waited for the
news; and how every American heart bounded
with joy when it finally came announcing their
brilliant and triumphant escape from imminent
peril. But glorious as was the result, and brilliant
as was the achievement, the voice of mourning and
lamentation is heard with painful distinctness
amidst the shouts of victory. The bones of some
of the bravest and best of our gallant soldiers lie
bleaching upon the banks of the Rio Grande!
Who shall bind up the broken hearts, or heal the
wounds of those whom the loss of Brown, Ring-
gold, and a host of others, has afflicted! and who
shall say that a whole empire conquered at the
price of such blood is not too dearly bought!

I say further, that there was no necessity for the
march of the army upon Matamoros. There was
no invasion of Texas by any Mexican force.
There was no threat of invasion. And I say,
also, that the documents which I shall produce,
show, that there was no ground for apprehension of
invasion. Great misapprehension has prevailed
on this point; and much of it is owing to decep-
tion. plain statement of the history of events
will show how op&r{bcl.ly idle the pretence is, that
the movement of the army was for the pur of
repelling invasion. It will be recollected that the
orderissued by 'y Marcy to General Taylor,
finally directing this movement, was dated January
13, 1846. Now, 1 shall show by the documents
which the President has sent us, that down to that
date the War Department had not received any
information tending to show that an invasion was
attempted, or even apprehended; nay, even that
more than a month after that date, General Taylor
cautioned Mr. Marcy against giving any attention
to any rumors of invasion. I ask attention to the
various extracts which will be read from General
‘Taylor’s official despatches to the War Depart-
ment. They are all dated at Corpus Christi, where
he had the best means of obtaining information
upon the subject.

August 15, 1845, he writes as follows:

as
fo
can

“ Nor do I fear that the reported eoncentration of troops
at Matamoros is for any purpose of invasion.”

August 20, he writes:

 Caravans of wraders arrive oceasionally from the Rio
Grande, but bring no news of importance, They represent
that there are no regular troops on that river, except at Ma-
tamoros, and do not seem to be awire of any preparations
for a demonstration on this bank of the river.”

September 6, he writes:

¢ [ have the honor to report that a eonfidentinl agent, de-
spatched some days gince to Matamoros, has returned, and
r;pm-ts that no extraordinary preparations are going forward
there.””

October 11, he says:

« Recent arrivals from the Rio Grande bring no news of
a different aspect from what I reported in my last.”

January 7, 1846, he writes:
_ # A recent scout of volunteers from San Antonio struck
the river near Presidio, Rio Grande, and the 1
reports everything quiet in that quarter.”

February 16, he writes:

L1 =
xagperata sccuunte S Mesickn peeparations 1 oot 08
advance, if not indeed to pt an jnvasion of Texas.
Buch rej have been circulated even at this place, and
owe their origin to personal interests connectéd with the
stay of the army here. T érust that they will receive no atlen-
tion at the War Department.”

These various despatches were, from time to
time, sent by General Taylor to the department
here; and they contained the only authentie infor-
mation which exists; and yet it is pretended that
the army was ordered to march to the Rio Grande
to repel invasion! General Taylor writes in every
despatch from Corpus Christi, that no such thing
is to be apprehended. He entreats the department
to pay no attention to any ramor to that effect; and
these despatches were before the President when
he wrote his message of May 11th, and yet in that
message he asserts that *“invasion was threatened!”*
Now, I demand to know whether the President has
in his possession any evidence on this point which
he has withheld from our eyes, or whether he has
thus courageously ventured to contradict the offi-
cial despatches of the General who was in com=
mand upon the spot. No, no; Mexico had no
purpose of invasion; or if she had, =he never made
the slightest public demonstration of any such pur-

se, until (Eleneml Taylor was encamped before

Tatamoros.

‘Why, then—for what purpose, lawful or unlaw-
ful—was our army sent to the Rio Grande? Nop
satisfactory answer has yet been given by auez'-onu
of those who have so vociferously applauded the
Executive in this House. The question has been
repeatedly asked; and we are answered, that the
President is a great patriot! We demand his au-
thority thus to use our army, and the reply is,
“You now know who James K. Polk is!” And
thus we are left to our own conjectures on this
point. From the examination which T have given
these documents, my own conclusion is, that the |
movement was first determined upon in order to |
intimidate Mexico, by hostile demonstrations, to |
comply with the demands of Mr. Slidell, who had |
been sent out to that Government in the character |
of Minister Plenipotentiary. It was a military
demonstration in aid of diplomacy; and as such, |
was an unauthorized exercise of power on the part
of the Executive. 1t was an act in the nature of
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war—leading
has given the
act.
Mpy. Slidell was appointed to the mission some
time in November last, under circumstances some-
what singular. We all remember the mystery
which was wrapped around his departure. The
newspapers spoke of a strange-looking character,
in a *“ slouched hat,”’ going on board a vessel in
such a manner as to. excite suspicion and gossip.
Ivis not the ordinary course of such distinguished
functionaries as Ministers Plenipotentiary and En-
Voys Exlmﬂrdilmr‘z, to depart from their own
gountry in so stealthy a manner; and I musticon-
fess it does now look a little as if he had some
doubt of the true character in which he expected

dmmuwnr, and our Constitution
ent no power to do such an

1o be received. A ¢ Commissioner” might well be

to put on a disguise. What Mr. Slidell’s
instructions were, yetremains a mystery. Whether,
in addition to the question of boundary and the
indemnities, there was not something about the

‘annexation of California, we are not permitted to
Jknow. Time will disclose. But ut all events, he
did not make much progress in his ailempts at

i atic intercourse with the Mexicans;
while thus in tribulation, he writes, on December
‘27,to Mr. Buchanan, urging hostile demonstrations
‘upon Mexico, as follows: v
- “The desire of oiir Government o secare penee, will be
mistaken for timidity; th pretensions will
EMim upon, untit the Mexican people shall

by HOSTILE DEMONSSTRATIONS that our differ-
m.‘kmm:mhmﬂ““ the

“This is a plain requ

f

b ‘ est to our Government to
‘resort to the sword to aid him in his plans. * Hos-
‘tile demonsivations,” he thought, might be highly
“useful in bringing the obstinate Mexicans to a sense
of his diplomatic tance. On Junuary 13th,
“the ol" -‘d;lann S ation wumodgur:ﬁ, and hoan
‘hearing of it, Mr. S. writes to Mr. anan that
At will proh‘ﬂ exercise a salatary influence. See
“despatch of Fe 17, as follows:

& The ndvance of General Taylor's foree to the left bank
‘of the Rio del Norte, and the strengthening our squadron in
“the Gulfy are wise mensures, which may exercise u salutary
iy upon the eowrse of this Government.”

- The most superficial obsarver must see by this
extract that Mr. Slidell had no idea that Mexico
was about to invade our territory, and that his
only wiew of the movement of the army and navy
was, that it was inténded to influence the course
cof the Mexican Government in relation 1o matters
connected with his mission. He deemed these
‘measures to be wise, because. they would aid the

-of his mission, and not at all because he

invasion.

-y then, such was.the purpose; if it was intend-
ced, by thus making hoslile and warlike demon-
‘strations upon the frontier of Mexico, and causing
our ships of war to gather like a cloud upon her
coast, to bully and alarm that Government into an
mcquieseence with ‘Mr. Slidell’s demands, I agaio
say that it was an act of usurped military power.
There is no wareant for it in the Constitution; un-
minéud, the whole war power is vested in the
Executive, to be exercised at his discretion, and
“subject Lo no control or limitation, The President

anticipated that the United States was in danger of |

| hos powerto commence and carry on negotintions,
and, with the|concurrence of the Senate, to con-
clude trenties.  But'he has no power without the
concurvence of both Houses of ' Cengress, to arm
‘himself in the pnno;nli;of war for the purpose of
compelling a foreign Power to submit to the de-
mands of his negotiators.
And it is eqﬁly true that he has no authority
to setile, by martial and warlike demonstrations, a
uestionof disputed boundary. Whether, there-
ore, the Nueces or the Rio Grande ought to be
adopted as the southwestern limit of Texas, the
emp!n{mem of military force to settle the question
was ‘a

ilke unjustifiable. And in considering this
point, 1.do not intend to discuss that much-vexed
question of boundary. We have had much learned
argnment, geographical and historieal, spread be-
fore us for the solution of this difliculty. Butitis
enough formy purpose to look at itas an. open ques-
tion—admitted on all hands to be one for future ad-
justment between Mexico and the United States,

‘he regolutions which non;c&lll:ai w the amm::l
of Texas expressly reserve question of -
¥y in.these wurd!: £ Said State to he formed, sub-
¢ ject to the adjusiment by this Government of all
‘questions of boundary that may arise with other
¢ Governments.” 1shall therefore pass over those
considerations which have so strong a tendency to
prove that the true boundary of the State of Texas
was the river Nueces. Whicheverway the weight
of the evidence and the argument on this poiat
may be, 5o long as it wes a question of dispute
between the two Governments, | assert that the
President had no power to salve it by the sword.
The Constitution has given him no authority to
mark out lines of our territorial limits with  the
sword, If such questions cannot be seitled by
negolation, then, in the last resort, Congress, nnd
Congress alone, may bring the terrible power of
war to bear upen them.  But I défy the most un-
serupulous supporter of the Exeeutive to put his
finger upon any clause in the Constitution whieh
gives to him any.such power.

And now, Mr. Chairman, let me inquire how it
happened that Congress was not consulted by the
President before these military demonstrations
were made? Thisis a matter which demands the
most serious and grave consideration.  There has
been a secrecy and m stery apparently attempted
to be thrown around the proceedings of the Exee-
utive in relation to the Mexiean affairs; from the
time of Mr. Slidell’s disguised departure, down to
the late despateh of Mr. Marcy to Mr. Stevenson,
| in.which caution is enjoined against letting the
| public know the aim and purposes of his expedi-
tion, . Congress has been in daily session since the
first Monday of December Inst, but no intimation
wys.gvml to it that the military expedition to the
Rio Grande was desired or intended. The order
for that- movement was given on the 13th of Janu-
ary, but Congress were kept in the dark about it
| until May 11th, two days after the "
when the curtain was so suddenly lified upon a
scene of bloodshed, and the blaze of actual war!
Vague rumors had indeed got abroad, but all offi-
cial information was withheld. An attempt early
made in this House to obtain information was
opposed by the friends of the Administraiion.
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Having heard from a confidential, but reliable
source, that such orders had been issued, I, on
February 3d, offered the following resolution of
inquiry:

& Revol

4, That the Pr of the United States be
1 o i to the House of Representatives
mny information in his possession, not heretafore communi-
cated, which affects the relations existing between the
United States nnd the Republic of Mexico, and particularly
whether the army or navy of the United States, or nn}‘mﬂ
of either, has been ordered o move towards that republie,
and what occurrences have come to the knowledge of the
President to require sueh a movement, provided the infor-
mition cun, in his opinion, be d without detri-
ment 1o the public interests.””

This resolution was objected to by the chair-
man of the Committee on Military Xﬂ]u'rs, Mr,
Hararsox,] and by the gentleman from Ken-
tucky, [Mr. Boyp,] the latter of whom may be

forces upon this war question; and it was defented.
This silence lelm._im& unbroken, until the immi-
arm

lled it to
ask for men and money on the 11th of May. Why
was this? The Constitution has placed the guar-
dianship of the great issues of war and peace in
the hands of the people’s representatives in the
two Houses of Congress. It is the duty of the
President to give them all possible information to
enable them to discharge these responsibilities
with due fidelity. But here is a case in which the
President has assumed the war power himself,
\\{hi]q Congress was in session, without commu-
nicating the fact to either House! I maintain that,
i any view which can be taken of these military
and naval expeditions, it was the duty of the Pres-
ident to have sought and obtained the consent of
Cn:Ercns before they were set on foot. Did he
think our national honor had been wounded in the
person of Mr. Slidell? he should call on Congress
to vindicate it. Did he think that hostile demon-
strations were needed to compel Mexico to pay the
indemnities, or yield us the boundary of the Rio
Grande? he was false to his high responsibility if

had | 2equ

he failed to invoke the aid and er of Congress
to make them. But that he shm undertake to
make them himself, upon his own responsibility,
and without even Informing Congress, is an act
which deserves most mnrkcg condemnation.

Such is the manner in which our country has
become involved in war; and such is the character
of the waras manifested by the expeditions recently
set on foot,—a war brought upon us by the un-
warrantable course of the Executive, and to be
carried on as A wan or coxquest, What a train
of reflections arise upon this review! T can, in
the time to which I am limited, advert to but one
of the many which throng upon the mind. /

What is to be the end of all this ? Our victorious

| armies are to plant the stars and stripes upon the
| halls of Montezuma and the shores of
considered as the leader of the Administration | And what is to follow ?
| or to carve out of it as our share of plunfler the

ifornia.
Are we to retain Mexico?

province of California? I have no doubt that the

isition of some port, like that of San Francisco,
upon the Pacifie, would be beneficial to our v
in a commercial point of view; but we all know
that a peaceful arrangement could have accom-
plished such a purpose. A very small part of the
many millions of dollars which this war will cost
us would have speedily obtained it. But the mind
revolts instinetively, and with horror, at the idea of
attempting it by military conquest. The enlight-
ened spint of the age—the sentiment of all Chris-
tendom—will condemn it. It belongs to a barba-
rous age and a barbarous people. And althos
temporary success may crown the adventure, it
will not, ‘it cannot, come l:lgod. And if such
schemes are to be quietly red—if the public
voice does not rebuke them—I see a portentous
omen of the early and premature decay into which
our institutions are fast falling.

It is to arouse the attention m'ﬁw;de of the
country that I have now spoken. The power of

prevention is in their hands, and I invoke them o

exert it! - 4
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